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Albanian Refugees in Yugoslavia 


1. ‘'There are about 10,000 Albanian refugees living in Yugoslavia who have fled the 
Communist regime ci Enver Hoxha , They include 8000 men who - though they work in 
factories, shops or mines - are organized as soldiers. They have arms and 
manage to do fairly regular military training. The other 2,000 are old men or 
hoys and women. 

2* "The most active group if, centered arounc. Pristina in the province of Kosovo. 

The head Quarters of the Committee of Albanian Refugees in Yugoslavia is at 
PriJftina. . Other sizeable group.: are centered in Djakovo, Prizren , Debar and 
Skopje - all near the Albanian frontier. 


' o:nm it tec Leaders 


"The President of the Committee of Albanian Refugees in Yugoslavia is Apoatol 
Tanev, froi Korina. He it an Albanian subject, though of Bulgarian origin. Thus 
he is a Slav. But he considers himself an Albanian. He was a teacher in Albania 
before his escape. He Lc. of the Orf.nodcx religion. 


k, "The Vice-President of the Ccrcsr.v * tee j.s I.utfi Snani, a Moslem but a native 

Albanian. He supported the faci^t. regime oi the Italians during the occupation 
of Albania . He has federalist sympathies . He supports more than other people 
the idea of a federalization of Albania, after it rids itself of Enver Hoxha> 
along with the other Slav provinces ui the South, under the protection of Tito. 

5. "The Secretary-General of the Committee is Hayrullah Ishml , a Moslem. The members 
of the Committee are: 
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Mark P oda - ^ at no lie 

Memo lAir.-l - Orthodox 
Shakir Bleshi - Moslem 


6 . 


8 . 


10 . 


Tito 1 st Suppor t 

"This Committee y and generally all the Albanian refugees in Yugoslavia p are 
helped material! and morally by Tito's government. The members of the Committee 
receive regular government salaries. The President (Tanev), who had been a 
teacher, has been director for some time of the Albanian Lycee in PriStina. . 

But actup 1 y he occupies himself solely with refugee problems. The communist 
Yugoslav Government has helped and always will help workers especially p in 
order to win them ;ver to the Communist cause. The refugee Albanian workers have 
all > without exception p got jobs in factories, business enterprises, mines, etc^ 
so they can earn itheiz daily bread. Meanwhile the peasants and the less numerous 
intellectuals are sometimes without Jobs. 

"All these Albanian Committee leaders lack strong personalities, but there are no 
others among the refugees. Tito realties that the Albanian refugee group in 
Yugoslavia includes; no leaders who could play an important role in an AThn.n 1 .ft 
freed from Hoxha 7 \ to or*e , from cither the Albanian or jth Yugoslav-Concmmietl 
point of view. 

"Dushan Mo gusha. is> attached to tne Albanian Committee as' the permanent representative 
of tb Yugoslav Government.. He has a strong character and is the real director 

of the Committee. He is ^6 years old, intelligent, very! energetic. It was he 
who trained Enver Hpxhn. 51s Communist after the latter's experiments in Communist 
circles during his studies In France. During the Italian and German occupation 
Dushan Mogusha lived m the mountains of Albania n-p n’ito's henchmen. Ib was 

always he who trained and organized the Aibanic Communists* ’ c speaks the 
Albanian tongue perfectly, l ike a native. There in no garnering of the Albanian 
refugees in Yugoslavia at which he does r.ot take the stand to incite them and bo 
express the Tituistj policy. 


Oppo s it ion 


Ti* 


-Sponsored Federalization 


"Those Albanian refugee'' who i j v* Ln district of Kosovo don't get along with 

the Albanians who originate from K.o r »*vr , wno are in the | majority in this province 
and are subjects of j Tito. Th«* rvlupyo:; in the main do not like Tito. He is a 
foreigner to them, j And they knew that h'* bar; not renounced the idea of the 
federalization of Albania into the framework of the Federated Socialist Republics 
of Yugoslavia. That would mean the utter annihilat ion of the independence of 
Albania, hence of the Albanians .ir, a whole. These refugees escaped from Albania 
because of Communism. They know full well that in the interior of their native 
land there are other Albanian » who would never become Communists, notwithstanding 
the propaganda and the t ■ rror, hut they always say to themselves: Enver Hoxha, 
though Communist, v> at Lea:*, ar_ Albanian, while Tito, also a Communist, is a 
foreigner and always will be. I 


I 


"On hie part, Enver j 
In his propaganda nn the 


Hoxiia Is fully aware of this weak point In Vito's armor. 

mam, m the* press. etCj Hoxha emphasizes continually 
that the Yugoslavs and the Greeks have wanted to take large territories from 
Albania and that they are not runrujr.'. j.v, this ambition. IThe last joint Turkiflh- 
Greek- Yugoslav declaration, which recognizee i:\ principle the independence of 
Albania (when the Hoxha regLme Ls overthrown) made not tile slightest mention of the 
territorial integrity of Albania. Consequently , this political act gives no 
assurance to the Albanians > those living within the country or those in exile 9 
that they will see their country rise up again after the Greco-Titoist territorial 
demands - 
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11. “Albanians, bot'*- Cominuuiut and non Communist; ■onsiuer that Enver Hoxha holds a 
trump card in claiming tii^t Tito would like to reunite the Albanian region of 
Kosovo vith Albania to form another Federal Socialist Republic, 1 e Communist, 
under the rule of Belgrade. It is a fact that all Albanians, valuer Communist 
(the minority) or non Communist, a % rs unwilling to surrender any of their national 
territory. 

12. “The Allies, in a bloc, are all equally responsible for this situation. They did 
nothing to stop the establishment of the Communist regime of Enver Hoxha > a 
puppet of Tito and then of Moscow 3 after the Tito-Cominform rupture . And they 
are doing nothing now at a time when vith one well-organized blow they could wipe 
out the Hoxha regime. To the contrary, the Allies openly supported Hoxhft in 
TOkii-lj.fi. Nov the Albanian 1 island' , which could be easily purged of Communists, 
receives no aid from the Allies 7 not even the Platonic-type of aid they give the 
Formosan island of Chiang-Kui-Chefc. 


13. "Conforming to the ’nationaliettc ' principles of the CommuniatB , principle* which 
trace back to Stalin and vhich Tito has ant lied in his federated mosaic of 
national unito * the Albanians who an Yugoslav objects, especially those in 
the Kosovo region, are granted a certain national -cultural unity. For a °* 

about 800,000 there arc Ooo elementary schools and six lyceos using tho Albanian 
tongue (as well as the Serb). They have an Albanian weekly newspaper called 
Flamuri i Llriue ( Standard of Liberty). But all this ^activity is 
the solo end of strengthening the influence of Tito's Oonmniflo > which is called 
moro Marxist than Moscow , among the Albanians of Yugoslavia. .. \n~ .. 

Ik, "in ouromer 1952 the Committee of Albanian Refugees in Yugoslavia sent to various 

a Ibanian leadcra now living Ir. varioua free countriea inyitationotQneongreaeat 
PriStins. The letters were aenL to Individuals not to (free) Albanian groups or 
organi*at.iono - which meant that the Yugoolov -nmittee recognised no Other 
free Albanian unito. Thp nronie invited vert? * rum the court group around ..ing 
Zog, mombero o. the Ball ikombetar party or other independenta. Two peroono wont 
from I.tanbul in Auguut^ otm living come from Egypt. lllifZZa * 

the people invited heeded the invitation or came. The PriStina o "Sr 0 fl 8 Waa 
attended by scarcely six ’free' Albanian refugees. And ..heoo raeu found that it wae 
impooelbio to find any basic of common action with the Albanian Refine Cownittoc 
of Yugoolavia. Thin committee ia completely in the cuntodv c, Yugoslav Conmuala , 
eopec tally Tito. No Free Albanian wants Tito or th. Conminiatfl. Thoy 
country free and cleared of Communist.-,. The Congress jiniosu no 
It only established that- collaboration is lmponoibj_o totween tho various rroe 
Albanian organizations and those taking orders from Tito. 

15. "The Committee of Albanian Refuge no in Yugoslavia held 9 {f‘‘ 

This vao a local affair, gathering the groupe^ocatterea in Yugoolavia itoexi. NO 
nows of the results hnn v»*t reached Istanbul. 11 

r-a A i rumors were circulating in 

tatanbul at the end th - Committee of Albanian 

Refugeee in YUgoolavia and certain Albanian groups within Albania otart an 
uprising in the country. Ther rumors oaia that Tito would support this ™ y 

gave the date a 1 Aug 53. The Albanian refugees in Turkey have heard nothing 

definite. 7 


- end - 
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